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Rubaiyat Rehman(Bangladesh)

‘South Asian University ( SAU)  would remain
a glowing point of my academic life’. Others may
consider such a single sentence as a humble
beginning. However, to unearth the essence of the
sentence, from my perspective, would require rim
of papers. Nevertheless, I would try to churn out
the most pivotal ones in this write up.

I belong to a middle class family where my
learned parents always endeavored to make me
understand that without a ‘sincere’ academic life I
cannot achieve the desired goals in my life. My
efforts, in tandem with their sincerity, paved me to
enroll in the best academic institutions in
Bangladesh. I spent my school life in St. Joseph High
School; college life in Notre Dame College and
completed my undergraduate from Dhaka
University. The interesting thing in common about
these educational institutions is that they all are
elite learning hubs in Bangladesh.

I will never forget that innocent and celestial
smile of my parents when I got admitted to those
institutions through the grueling admission tests.
Till my undergraduate life, it was a routine matter
for me to brief my parents during lunch or dinner
time about the content of attended class lectures.
Each of such meal time briefings used to end by
their very common but gilt edged advice, ‘read a
lot and you will learn a lot’ and ‘be academically

Paved stepping stones
for solutions...

Those ‘foodie’ adventures have
taught me to accept and
appreciate the diversity; and also,
which is no way the least,
to get familiar with motley of
South Asian cultures.
I used to enjoy Chicken Biryani
of Karim’s and Domino’s pizza
equally well. Due to my visits
to Gujarat and Rajasthan I also got
to taste amazing vegetarian food
which I was reluctant to taste
in Delhi. Select few students
used to accompany me
during those food adventures.
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good if you really want to contribute to human
civilization’. Their ambition about me eventually
made them vigilant about my welfare. Their sincere
effort has not lost in vein, least it has helped me to
fall in the romantic affair of ‘reading and writing’.

The prestigious ‘President Scholarship’ of SAU
had enabled a new possibility in my academic life.
The day my father handed me the air ticket of
‘Dhaka to New Delhi’, it ignited a unique sense of
freedom into me. A new feeling of elation had
sparked through my mind that in the following days
in SAU, I would be the guardian of myself. I have
got the freedom to lead myself to satiate the zeal
of learning! I am thankful and respectful to my
parents to allow me the honor of freedom.

SAU’s hostel life had provided me one of the
unforgettable experiences in my life. Mates from
different countries of South Asia and Africa (Eritrea)
had staged a new perspective of learning. I realized
that discussions ‘before or after dinner’ would be
a great source of learning the dynamics of South
Asia and various perspectives about it. That was
the moment when we, students of SAU, used to
gather in the hostel corridors or the SAU premise
and debate about contemporary issues directly
affecting South Asia and the world beyond. At
present moment, I cannot rattle off any specific
issue, but I must concede that such brainstorming
sessions before and after the mealtime had
provided me a great learning lesson that an issue
may also conceive motley of perspective.

I think I was privileged to have such brilliant
minds in the hostel around me. Our discussions
ranged from topics as diverse as ship breaking
industries in South Asia to the US elections.
Furthermore, discussion sessions at various
instances with faculty members, government
officials and think tank researchers had provided
me a lucid and far reaching understanding and
impetus to explore myself with more concentration
in South Asian perspective.

My life in SAU would be incomplete without
my gourmet adventures and visits to libraries
during the two years stay in Delhi. I admit that my
gourmet adventures in India had facilitated a new

approach of learning. Those ‘foodie’ adventures
have taught me to accept and appreciate the
diversity; and also, which is no way the least, to
get familiar with motley of South Asian cultures. I
used to enjoy Chicken Biryani of Karim’s and
Domino’s pizza equally well. Due to my visits to
Gujarat and Rajasthan I also got to taste amazing
vegetarian food which I was reluctant to taste in
Delhi. Select few students used to accompany me
during those food adventures.

The libraries of New Delhi have widened my
horizons. The libraries of Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU), Indian School of International Law
(ISIL), and SAU had just brought that knowledge
hub very near, which had been a distant foghorn
to me for the preceding years. These knowledge
temples had appeared to me as stepping stones to
turn my readings, researches and writings
complement to each other. I was able to write more
than 30 papers using available facilities in Delhi.
This article has availed me the opportunity to
express my gratitude to these knowledge centers
where I have learned that simplicity, appreciation
and tolerance of other opinions would be the
embellished ornament of a learned researcher.

Sifting through my preceding days in SAU,
sometimes it swirls into my mind about my
achievements and learning from SAU. The answer
that reiterates from my mind is that the
indispensable nature of SAU, where all eight
countries’ students are brought together, had
availed me the opportunity to look into the iffy and
abysmal issues of South Asia. The issues and
concerns that I studied and researched in SAU have
been such that it entwined the legal and
international relations of South Asia. I had always
enjoyed great friendships with students of
international relations. It allowed me to have a
deeper sense of these issues.

I reacted to these issues through my academic
writings and also through my research works. I had
been privileged to present my academic works
related to South Asia in international conferences
in Delhi, Gujarat, Odisha and Jodhpur. During one
of the conferences, I met young professors from
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Pune! I had presented issues through my papers,
which had been contentious for long span of time
to South Asia. Obviously, those academic papers
would not provide short time achievable solutions;
but, the papers bring forward some directions that
would permeate to a long lasting solution. This
convinces me a satisfaction in the sense that I have
at least made an endeavor in paving stepping
stones for solutions of those ruffled issues of South
Asia.

(While his stay in Delhi, Rubaiyat had a blog
called ‘south asia canteen’. For this blog, he
collected (good!) students’ assignments, papers
and presentations. He even tried to get special
articles written for the blog from students. Purpose
of that blog was to bring together writings about
South Asia and from brighter minds of South Asia
on one single platform. He was very passionate

about this blog and used to keep track of visitors
from different continents to the blog. So, it was a
familiar sight to see Rubaiyat informing someone
about last week’s four hundred visitors and how
seventy of them were from Brazil. - Guest Editor)

Rubaiyat Rehman (Bangladesh)
rubaiyat007@gmail.com

(Rubaiyat has completed his LLM (2012-14) from
SAU and is pursuing yet another LLM in Admiralty

Law, Tulane University Law School, USA)

Law students standing just outside SAU- Rubaiyat third from right..


